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Appreciated for giving us a chance to be part
of the meeting, to share and learn from tons of
the amazing information coming from worldwide. |
cannot wait to do more, and be part of the amazing
activities and projects in helping the Earth. With all of
us together, we can make a better place, from heart
Phuong

to heart connecting with zero distance.

Supriyasilp (BEIHE)

Thank you very much venerable for allowing us
to participate in 2020 “Faith and Legacy BLIA world
Headquarter online General conference”. Let’s be
more optimistic, with confidence, with open mind
and heart. Life is full of positive energy. And we can
change the way of life by practicing Paramita with
no attachment to past and future...consistent in the
present. Dr. Tushar Borkar (BRI EEN
ETRAIRS)
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2020 BLIA World Headquarters Online

Ivana

| attended the 2020 BLIA World Headquarters
Online General Conference for the first time as a
NY representative Girl Scout Troop Master. It was
incredibly exciting to attend a conference with over
10,000 participants who all have the united goal to
make the world a better place through Humanistic
Buddhism and to spread Master Hsing Yun’s three
good deeds. | would’ve loved to feel the overwhelming
positivity and unity at an in-person conference like
this. Perhaps when it is once again safe to travel
without worries, | will make time to attend the next

conference.

Although we weren’t able to physically travel,
the theme of the annual reports revolved around
“sight-seeing” the different chapters allowed me to
take a peek at the efforts and beauty of other temple
chapters. It was incredibly heartwarming to see how
much effort each chapter put into help their local
communities during the height of the pandemic.
From food distribution, to a cross-religion prayers, it is
evident how all the activities have touches thousands
of lives. Seeing those efforts make me feel proud that
| am a part of such an organization and encourage me
to double my efforts to live by “Doing good deeds,

saying kind words, and Having a kind heart”.

We were introduced to a recently produced song
called Connecting Hearts. It not only had a catchy
tune, but if you listen to the lyrics closely, it can be
described as an internal light at the end of the dark
tunnel. It reminds us that no matter how difficult
things are, with faith, we can still connect our hearts
with each other. Our BLIA community is beyond just
our local temple and it is important to remember
that we have a global support system that cross the
5 continents. I've listened to the song on YouTube

multiple since the end of the conference and even

found the Paris YAD’s dance number. Music can truly

bring a community even closer together.

As the conference continued, a few items were
discussed. One of the items that left the biggest
impression is the efforts that the temple wants to
take to bring the youth together. As a youth myself,
| understand the sentiment of other religions like
Christianity and Catholicism are more popular and
many of the youths who may have grown up in a
Buddhist environment end up joining other religious
groups. While it isn’t wrong to do so, | often wonder
why Buddhism doesn’t have the same type of draw.
What are the stereotypes that make the religion
equated to old age and archaic thought processes?
While | may not be a devout believer who attends
service every Sunday, | still consider myself a Buddhist,
but why do | have a hard time inviting my friends to
my temple? Hearing that the global initiative is to host
a conference for unmarried youths 15-35 excited me.
| would like to attend as a Buddhist youth to share
stories of my Chinese American struggles while also
learning about the stories of other youths. While the
20 year age range may seem daunting, | know first-
hand how impressionable high schoolers are and they
are quite accepting of different ideas and schools of
thought. The main influencer is the delivery of the
thought and to engage in a conversation with them, to
take them as seriously as you would to a peer. At the
end, the world they see through their eyes is a certain
truth and can be different from the world | see.
Hearing about and perhaps remembering my world
through my 15 year-old eyes may lead to something
groundbreaking. Change isn’t immediate, but | have
faith that Buddhism will one day be beyond just “old
vegans who chant things | don’t understand”. Change
can start with me, one step at a time, one foot in front
of the other.
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